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Hello and welcome from the executive of the Geological Association of Canada’s 
Paleontology Division (PD)! 

In 2023, the GAC Paleontology Division elected to alternate between hosting in-person and 
virtual conferences. While in-person conferences are excellent for networking, catching up 
with colleagues, and field trip options, the COVID-19 pandemic also demonstrated the 
benefits of meeting virtually. CPC 2025 was created with no registration cost and, as it does 
not require participants to pay for travel and accommodation, it has been accessible to a 
wider group of people, particularly students. This conference will showcase work from across 
Canada in a variety of different fields of paleontology, from the Cambrian to the modern. 

At CPC 2025, we will be awarding the Thomas E. Bolton Award to acknowledge excellence in 
paleontological research by a student through their paper presentation. This year we are also 
thrilled to be awarding the GAC-Paleo Division’s Avocational Paleontologist Award, a 
distinction that recognizes exceptional contributions to Canadian paleontology by a non-
professional. 

Despite paleontology being the study of long dead organisms, this is a science that is 
constantly changing and moving with the times. As a Paleontology Division, we are excited to 
support and recognize the amazing work that is being done throughout the country to further 
our understanding of life past, present, and future. 

Have a wonderful conference! 

Emily L. Bamforth, PhD 
Past Chair, Geological Association of Canada’s Paleontology 

Division On behalf of the PD Executive Team. 

Meagan Gilbert, Chair 
Emily Bamforth, Past Chair  
Keith Dewing, Treasurer 
Sandy McCracken, Publications Coordinator  
Brittany Laing, Webmaster 
Marc Laflamme, Councilor 
Joe Moysiuk, Councilor 
Louis-Phillip Bateman, Student Representative 

Land Acknowledgement and Inclusivity Statement 

The Paleontology Division meets, works, and gathers across many traditional and treaty lands 
across Canada. We recognize the historical and systemic barriers encountered by many 
people in our society and welcome the inclusion of diverse voices.
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PLATFORMS 

Oral presentation sessions and social events for CPC will be held via GatherTown. 
GatherTown is a free online teleconferencing platform that does not require participants to 
download anything to their personal computer. 

CONFERENCE LINK 

If you are registered, you will receive a link invitation via email. Clicking this invitation link 
will direct you to the oral presentations and the Saturday afternoon Awards Ceremony. 
 
If you DO NOT receive a link, or have any other questions or concerns, please email 
gacpd@gmail.com. 

CONFERENCE ETIQUETTE 
 

When you ‘arrive’ in the session, you will be automatically muted. We ask that people remain 
muted while the presentations are taking place. At the end of each talk, there will be time for 
a few questions. During this time, you may either unmute yourself to ask the question or type 
it into the textbox. 
 
Do not record or take screen shots of presenter’s talks or their slides. 
 
If you wish to have a copy of anything in a presenter’s talk or poster, you are encouraged to 
contact the author directly. Authors’ contact information can be found in the abstract volume. 

mailto:gacpd@gmail.com.
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Dr. Emily Bamforth: Curator at the Philip J. Currie Dinosaur Museum 
in Wembley, AB. Research interests include Cretaceous vertebrate 
paleontology, paleobotany and paleoenvironemtal reconstruction, 
especially regarding paleoecological processes. 

 
Louis-Phillipe Bateman: Paleontology MSc student at McGill University, 
under the supervision of Dr. Hans Larsson. 
 

 
Michael Cuggy: Senior Laboratory Coordinator at the University of 
Saskatchewan with expertise in Cambrian trilobites, eurypterids (sea 
scorpions), and Cambrian biostratigraphy. 

 
 
Dr. Keith Dewing: Research Scientist at the Geological Survey of Canada, with 
expertise in Cambrian-Ordovician stratigraphy of the Canadian Arctic Islands. 
Especially interested in biostratigraphy and using fossils for thermal maturity, 
and a sentimental attachment to strophomenid brachiopods. 

Dr. Meagan Gilbert: Petroleum Geologist at the Saskatchewan Geological 
Survey with expertise in Late Cretaceous to Paleogene vertebrate 
paleontology, stratigraphy, biostratigraphy and depositional systems. 

 
Brittany Laing: Doctoral student at The University of Saskatchewan 
and Macquarie University. Researching the behavioural evolution 
and ecological impact of organisms through their trace fossils during 
the Ediacaran-Cambrian transition. 

Dr. Marc Laflamme: Professor at the University of Toronto Mississauga. 
Interests lie in the classification and preservation of the Ediacaran biota, the 
oldest large and complex organisms in the rock record. 

 
Sandy McCracken: Paleontologist, Volunteer Scientist with the Geological 
Survey of Canada (Calgary). Retired from the GSC in 2017 and now living in 
Nanaimo, BC. Expertise in Ordovician and Silurian conodonts and 
biostratigraphy, as well as some experience in Devonian. 
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Dr. Joe Moysiuk: Curator of Paleontology and Geology at the Manitoba Museum in 
Winnipeg, MB. His work centers on the oldest animal fossils and insights they provide  
about the evolution of major groups.
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PLEASE CHECK YOUR TIME ZONE 
Note: Student talks eligible for the T. E. Bolton Award are on November 22nd.
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Bruno P. Costa*^, Ricardo L. Silva, & Kirstin S. Brink 

16:00 EST Puncture marks on Upper Cretaceous ammonites in southern Alberta 

Veronica L. Gillis*^ and Paul A. Johnston 

16 :15 EST 

Differences in exceptional soft tissue preservation of a juvenile hadrosaurid from the 
upper Campanian Dinosaur Park Formation of Alberta, Canada 
 
Tristan Joubarne*^, Caleb M. Brown, Paul Durkin, Kirstin S. Brink 

16:30 EST 
Revisiting Peytoia nathorsti from the Cambrian Burgess Shale 
 
Hugo T Li*^, Joseph Moysiuk, and Jean-Bernard Caron 

16:45 EST 
Using geochemically fingerprinted bentonites to correlate fluvial strata: 
Implications for dinosaur biostratigraphy, Dinosaur Park Formation, 
Alberta  
 
Mira Thompson*^, Kirstin Brin1, Caleb Brown, and Paul Durkin 

 
17:00 EST 

Ontogenetic variation of nuchal musculature size on the frill of the ceratopsian 
Centrosaurus apertus 
 
Urgon J. T. Snider*^, Hillary C. Maddin, Jordan C. Mallon 

17:15 EST BREAK 

17:30 EST 

Tracing Ancient Herbivores: A new project Investigating Diets of Late Cretaceous Sea 
Turtles (Chelonioidea) from the Type Maastrichtian Seagrass Meadows (Belgium and 
the Netherlands) 
 
Jelle J. A. Heere*, Jasper Ponstein, Jonathan J. W. Wallaard, Johan Vellekoop 

17:45 EST Early vertebrate diversity of the Middle Devonian of Manitoba 
 
Melina E. M. Jobbins*, Jorge Mondéjar Fernández, Paul R. Durkin, Ricardo 
L. Silva & Kirstin S. Brink 

18:00 EST Retracing the work of University of Michigan Geology Professor Russell 
Claudius Hussey (1888-1970): Journeys in the library, the museum, the 
field, and the future 
 
Nick Gardner & Ryan Shell* 

18:15 EST Limb segment proportions and running speed estimates of dinosaurs 
from the Upper Cretaceous Dinosaur Park, Hell Creek, and Nemegt 
formations: implications for predator-prey relationships and cursorial 
abilities 
 
François Therrien*, Jared Voris, Kohei Tanaka, Darla K. Zelenitsky 

18:30 EST Trilobites, agnostids and ashes: building a Cambrian time scale in 
Avalonian Canada 
 
Stephen R. Westrop*, Ed Landing, Gerd Geyer and Mark Schmitz 

18:45 EST First occurrence of Prospalax petteri (Anomalomyinae, Rodentia) in the Upper 
Miocene of the Eastern Carpathian Foreland, Romania 
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Dumitru-Daniel Badea*, Bogdan-Gabriel Rățoi, Davit Vasilyan 

19:00 EST BREAK 

19:15 EST PRESENTATIONS OF THE T. E. BOLTON AND AVOCATIONAL PALEO AWARD 

POSTER SESSION – Friday and Saturday at 19:20 EST 
 

ROOM 1 1. Reassessment of Tylosaurus borealis (Mosasauridae: Tylosaurinae) and a review of 
mosasaurid remains from the Puskwaskau Formation 
Trevor H. Rempert*, Brennan P. Martens and Alexander P. M. Vinkeles Melchers 

2. The mosasaur fauna from the Northumberland Formation of Hornby Island, British 
Columbia 
Brennan P. Martens, Trevor H. Rempert and Alexander P. M. Vinkeles Melchers 

ROOM 2 Exploring the ecological and temporal trends of the first animal-built reefs  
Zaid A. Qureshi* and Marc Laflamme 

ROOM 3 Pioneering Computational Fluid Dynamics in Paleontology: Modelling Cambrian 
Sponge Feeding Efficiency 
Annie Gong*, Zaid A. Qureshi, Marc Laflamme 





























https://www.flickr.com/photos/65695019@N07/49586259141
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/?ref=openverse








































 

Trilobites, agnostids and ashes: building a Cambrian time scale in 

Avalonian Canada 
 

Stephen R. Westrop1,*✝, Ed Landing2, Gerd Geyer3 and Mark Schmitz4 

 

1 Oklahoma Museum of Natural History and School of Geosciences, University of Oklahoma, Norman, Oklahoma 

73072, USA; mailing address: 103 Melita Street, Ingersoll, Ontario N5C 3W3, Canada. 
2 New York State Museum, 222 Madison Avenue, Albany, New York 12230, USA 
3 Lehrstuhl für Geodynamik und Geomaterialforschung, Institut für Geographie und Geologie, Bayerische 

Julius-Maximilians-Universität Würzburg, Am Hubland, 97074 Würzburg, Germany 
4 Department of Geosciences, Boise State University, 1910 University Drive, Boise, Idaho 83725, USA 

 

Fragments of the Avalonian microcontinent in southern Britain, eastern Canada and the northeastern 

United States are united by a terminal Ediacaran–Ordovician sedimentary cover sequence.  Ashes with 

volcanic zircons produce high resolution U-Pb dates in the context of trilobite and agnostid 

biostratigraphy and sedimentary depositional sequences.  Comprehensive revision of Cambrian trilobite 

and agnostid faunas from eastern Canada is in progress, and focuses on well preserved material from 

carbonate nodules.   

 

Lower Cambrian  ("Series 2") faunas from the Brigus Formation in Newfoundland include eodiscid and 

ellipsocephalid trilobites, with dates ranging from 507.67 ± 0.08 Ma to 507.21 ± 0.13 Ma. The lower part 

of the overlying Middle Cambrian (Miaolingian) Chamberlain's Brook Formation has dates in the range of 

506.34 ± 0.21 Ma to 506.25 ± 0.07 Ma.  Detailed work on the trilobite faunas is limited to the upper 

member (Fossil Brook) of the formation.  Species can be tracked from the English Midlands through 

Newfoundland and into New Brunswick and Massachusetts, providing additional evidence for the unity 

of Avalonia. The Drumian (Middle Cambrian) Manuels River Formation has been divided into two zones 

based either on trilobites or agnostids.  New collections from Newfoundland indicate that a much finer 

resolution into four or five zones is possible.  A new date of 501.44 ± 0.10 Ma from New Brunswick lies 

near the middle of the formation.  Upper Cambrian (Furongian) trilobite faunas from the Chesley Drive 

Group in Nova Scotia and New Brunswick have been restudied.  New collections underscore similarities 

with Avalonian Britain and also with Baltica. 

 
 

*Speaker 

✝Corresponding author: swestrop@ou.edu 
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CANADIAN PALEONTOLOGY CONFERENCE AND ITS PREDECESSORS 

(a.k.a. Biostratigraphy Seminar, Eastern Canadian Biostratigraphy Conference, Canadian Paleontology & 
Biostratigraphy Seminar) 

Y / M / D TYPE VENUE CITY No. CONVENOR THEME/MEETING 

1965/4/2 BS McGill 
Univ. 

Montreal 46 C.W. Stearn Paleoecology 

1965/11/10 BS Queen’s 
Univ. Kingston ? J.L. Usher, R.G. Greggs Biostratigraphy 

1967/3/14 BS Ottawa 
Univ. 

Ottawa ? ? 
 

1968/3/21 BS Western London ? A.C.Lenz, C.G. Winder  

1968/11/29 BS Univ. 
Montreal 

Montreal ? P.J. Lesperance, B.L.L. Mamet 
 

1969/10/31 BS Carleton 
Univ. Ottawa ? K. Hooper 

 

1970/10/9-10 BS Laurentian 
Univ. 

Sudbury ? P. Copper Precambrian Fossils 

1971/10/8-9 BS Memorial 
Univ. 

St. John’s ? M.M. Anderson Cambrian of 
Newfoundland 

1973/9/29-30 BS Bruce 
Peninsula Field trip ? B.A. Liberty 

 

1974/12/6-7 BS McGill 
Univ. 

Montreal ? C.W. Stearn Evolution and 
Paleontology 

1975/11/21-22 BS R.O.M. Toronto ? P.H. von Bitter, G. Norris  

1976/10/22-23 ECB 
C 

Univ. 
Windsor 

Windsor 125 R.K. Jull 
 

1977/10/21-22 ECB 
C 

Univ. 
Waterloo Waterloo 100 C.R. Barnes 

 

1978/9/20-25 ECB 
C 

Memorial 
Univ. 

St. John’s ? Skevington, James, Stevens 
 

1979/9/22-26 CPBS Univ. 
Alberta 

Edmonton ? B.D.E. Chatterton, B. Jones 
 

1980/9/27-30 CPBS Univ. N.B. Fredericton 40 R.K. Pickerill  

1981/9/26-29 CPBS Manitoulin 
Island Little Current 52 P.G. Telford Field Meeting 

1982/9/18-22 CPBS Univ. 
Calgary 

Calgary 28 R.L. Hall 
 

1983/9/23-25 CPBS Univ. 
Toronto 

Toronto 80 R. Ludvigsen 
 

1984/9/28-30 CPBS Univ. 
Ottawa Ottawa 120 G.S. Nowlan 

 

1985/9/27-29 CPBS Laval Univ. Quebec 80 J. Riva  

1986/9/26-27 CPBS N.Y. Geol. 
Survey 

Albany 105 E. Landing N.Y. State Geol. Survey 
150th Anniv. 

1987/9/26-27 CPBS 
Univ. W. 
Ontario 

London 60 A.C. Lenz 
 

1988/9/23-25 CPBS Univ. 
Manitoba Winnipeg 33 R.J. Elias, E. Leith, G. Lammers 

 

1989/9/29-1 CPBS AGC-BIO Dartmouth 40 G.L. Williams, R. Fensome  

1990/9/28-1 CPBS Queen’s 
Univ. Kingston 103 G.M. Narbonne, N.P. James Precambrian- 

Cambrian Transition 
1991/8/18-27 CPC- Univ. BC Vancouver 105 P.L. Smith, M.J. Orchard Pander Society Joint 
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 1 Col.    Meeting 

1992/9/25-27 CPC- 
II 

GSC/CMN Ottawa 105 A.D. McCracken Earth’s Historians 

1993/10/1-3 CPC- 
III 

Ont. Geo. 
Survey 

Sudbury 110 P. Copper CSRG Joint Meeting 

1994/9/23-25 CPC- 
IV Brock Univ. St. Catharine’s 60 S.R. Westrop  

 
1995/9/29-10/2 

CPC- 
V 

Royal 
Tyrrell 

Museum 

 
Drumheller 

 
91 

 
P. Johnston 

Intl. Symp. 
Paleobiology & Evol. 

1996/9/28-30 CPC- 
VI 

Memorial 
Univ. 

Corner Brook 30 S.H. Williams, E. Burden Economic & Applied 
Paleontology 

1997/9/27-29 CPC- 
VII Univ. Sask Saskatoon 40 Basinger, Kotyk, Mclver & Pratt 

 

1998/10/22-25 CPC- 
VIII 

Roy. Ont. 
Mus. 

Collingwood 45 D.M. Rudkin, J. Waddington In Memory of Thomas 
E. Bolton 

1999/8/20-21 CPC- 
IX 

Univ. 
Calgary 

Calgary 100 A.D. McCracken Intl. Congr. Carb. & 
Perm.; Pander Soc. 

2000/8/18-20 CPC- 
X 

St. F. 
Xavier U. Antigonish 35 M.J. Melchin 

 

2001/9/22-24 CPC- 
2001 

Univ. W. 
Ontario 

London 60 Jin, Tsujita, Lenz & Caldwell 
 

2002/9/28-30 CPC- 
2002 

Geol. Surv. 
Canada Ottawa 52 B.J. Dougherty National Museum & 

GSC Collections 

2003/9/19-24 CPC- 
2003 

Univ. 
Alberta 

Edmonton 107 B.D.E. Chatterton, M.W. 
Caldwell 

 

 
2004/9/23-26 CPC- 

2004 

 
H.M.S.C 

 
St. Andrews 

 
47 

 
J.B. Caron, M. Best 

Bay Fundy: 
Modern/Ancient 

Settings 

2005/8/24-30 CPC- 
2005 

Exploration 
Plc. Prince George 

 
R. Campbell 6th BC Paleontological 

Symposium 

 
2006/10/13-16 

 
CPC- 
2006 

 
Redpath 
Museum 

 
Montreal 

 
60 

V. Millien, M. Best, B. Carroll, M. 
Chartier, M. Cournoyer, M. 
Dubreuil, H. Hoffman, H. 

Larsson 

Musée de 
Paleontologie et de 

l’Évolution and McGill 
University 

2007/9/20 CPC- 
2007 

Memorial 
Univ. St. John’s 50 E.T. Burden, E.N. Edinger, D. 

McIlroy 
 

 
2008/9/19-21 

 
CPC- 
2008 

The 
Manitoba 
Museum 

 
Winnipeg 

 
60 

 
G.A. Young, R.J. Elias, A. Janzic 

Field Trip: Upper 
Ordovician Rocks and 

Fossils, Southern 
Manitoba 

 
2009/9/10-13 

 
CPC- 
2009 

Laurentian 
Univ. Ont. 

Geo. 
Survey 

 
Sudbury 

 
27 

 
F.R. Brunton, E. Turner, D. 

Armstrong 

Field Trip: Paleozoic of 
Manitoulin Island, 
Bruce Peninsula 

2010/09-29 – 
2010/10/02 

CPC- 
2010 

Geol. Surv. 
Canada 

Dartmouth 
 

R. Fensome, G. Williams Joint with AASP 

2011/8/19-22 CPC- 
2011 

Univ. BC Vancouver 
 

P.L. Smith, J.W. Haggart E.T. Tozer Triassic 
Special Session 

2012/9/21-23 CPC- 
2012 UofT-ROM Toronto >40 L. O’Brien, C. Brown, K. Brink ROM collections 

theme 
 
 

2013/8-29 to 9-1 

 
CPC- 
2013 

 
Univ. of 
Alberta 

Vertebrate 
Paleo lab 

 
 

Edmonton 

 
 

>50 

 
M. Vavrek, K. Bramble, V. 

Arbour, G. Funston, A. Torices, 
M.l Caldwell 

Sternberg 50th 
Anniversary of 

Vertebrate 
Paleontology Lab at 

UofA 
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2014/8-28-31 

 
CPC- 
2014 

 
Redpath - 

McGill 

 
Montreal 

 
60 

 
H. Larsen, C. Cameron, M. 

Chartier, M. Cournoyer 

Joint Invertebrate / 
Vertebrate 

Paleontology 
Conference 

2015 
 No CPC 

held 
    

2016/8/26-28 CPC- 
2016 

Cape 
Breton Sydney 37 Jason Loxton, Melissa Grey Hist./Geology Cabot 

Trail 
 

2017/9/30- 
2017/10/1 

 
CPC- 
2017 

 
Geol. Surv. 

Canada 

 
Calgary 

 
49 

R. MacNaughton, L. Tingley, S. 
Gouwy, K. Bell, K. Dewing, B. 

Richards, B. Medioli, C. 
Morgan, C. Gross, P. Johnston 

 

2018/9/21-24 CPC- 
2018 

Univ of 
Sask Saskatoon 40 M. Cuggy, G. Mangano 

 

2019/8/23-25 
CPC- 
2019 

UTM Mississauga 50 M. Laflamme 
 

2020 - No CPC 
held 

- - - - 

2021 - No CPC 
held 

- - - - 

2022/10/20-21 CPC- 
2022 

Online VIRTUAL 60 Kimberley Bell, Emily Bamforth, 
Meagan Gilbert, Brittany Laing 

- 

2023/10/27-28 CPC- 
2023 U of T, 

Mississauga  
Mississauga 50 M. Laflamme - 

2024/11/22-23 CPC-
2024 Online VIRTUAL 60 Emily Bamforth, 

Meagan Gilbert, Brittany Laing, 
Joe Moysiuk, Michael Cuggy 

- 

2025/11/21-22 CPC 
2025 Online VIRTUAL  Emily Bamforth, 

Meagan Gilbert, Brittany Laing, 
Joe Moysiuk, Michael Cuggy 

 

 
Note: There was no Biostrat Seminar in 1972 because it conflicted with International Geological Congress in 
Montreal 
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2011 Andrew Caruthers (Dept. of Earth & Ocean Sciences, University of British Columbia) 
The Early Toarcian marine extinction in western North America 

2012 Aaron LeBlanc (Dept. of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology, University of Toronto) Histological 
examination of the dental replacement pattern in the Early Permian reptile Captorhinus aguti 

2013 Karma Nanglu (Dept. of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology, University of Toronto & Dept. of 
Palaeobiology, Royal Ontario Museum) Reconstructing the early evolution of enteropneusts in the 
light of new fossil finds from the Burgess Shale and modern decay experiments. 

2014 Trina Du (Redpath Museum, McGill University) Simulated and observed patterns of theropod cranial 
disparity and chronomorphic evolution reveals lineage-specific shape novelties. 

2016 Greer Strothers (Sheridan College) Trends, tropes and speculation in paleoart 

2017 Brittany Cheung (Dept. of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology, University of Toronto) Redescription 
of the Middle Cambrian Amiskwia sagittiformis as a stem lophotrochozoan 

2018 Brittany Laing (Dept. of Geological Sciences, University of Saskatchewan) The Fortunian fuse 
for the CambrianExplosion: An ichnologic ecospace analysis of the Treptichnus pedum 
ichnofossil assemblage zone at the Ediacaran-Cambrian GSSP 

2019 Joseph Moysiuk (Dept. of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology, University of Toronto) A new 
hurdiid radiodont from the Burgess Shale evinces the exploitation of Cambrian infaunal food 
sources 

2020-2021 (No recipients)  

2022      Mikayla Rychel (Dept. of Geological Sciences, University of Saskatchewan) Polycotylid plesiosaur 
ontogeny: A geometric morphometric case study from Late Cretaceous Saskatchewan 

2023 Joshua Wasserlauf (University of Toronto) Isotope Paleoecology of Duck-Billed Dinosaurs 
(Ornithischia: Hadrosauridae) from the Upper Campanian Dinosaur Park Formation 

2024 Zaid Qureshi (University of Toronto Mississauga) The Functional Morphology Of A Strange 
Cambrian Sponge 
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The Billings Medal 
 
 

 
The Billings Medal, established by the Paleontology Division of the 
Geological Association of Canada, is awarded to an individual in 
recognition of an outstanding long-term contribution to any aspect of 
Canadian paleontology or by a Canadian to paleontology. The Billings 
Medal is named in honour of Elkanah Billings, Canada’s first 
paleontologist.  
 
 
 

 

Year Recipient 

2023 Gabriella Mangano 

2017 S. George Pemberton 

2015 Paul Smith 

2013 Godfrey Nowlan 

2011 Graham L. Williams 

2009 Guy Narbonne 

2007 Brian Chatterton 

2005 Christopher R. Barnes 

2003 Brian Norford 

2001 P. Copper 

1999 R.C. Fox 

1997 T. Bolton 

1995 G.E.G. Westermann 

1993 A.C. Lenz 

1991 R.L. Carroll 

1989 E.T. Tozer 

1987 C.S. Stearn 

1984 L.S. Russell 

1980 H.J. Hofmann 

1978 G. Jeletzky 



Past Recipients of the Pikaia Award 
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The Pikaia Award is named after Pikaia, an early cephalochordate known from the 
Burgess Shale. The Pikaia Award is awarded biennially in even-numbered years by 
the Paleontology Division. It is awarded in recognition of a recent contribution to 
research on any aspect of Canadian paleontology, or by a Canadian to 
paleontology that is judged to constitute an outstanding accomplishment in the 
field. The outstanding accomplishment may be a single paper or monograph or a 
series of closely related papers. The award will normally go to an individual who is 
no more than 15 years past their last degree. 

 Year Recipient 
2024 Allison Daley 

2020 Matthew Clapham 

2018 Ryan McKellar 

2016 Marc Laflamme 

2014 Not awarded 

2012 Howard Falcon-Lang 

2010 Jean-Bernard Caron 

2008 Michael W. Caldwell 

2006 Nick Butterfield 

2005 Not awarded 

2004 Jonathan Adrain 

2003 Jisuo Jin 
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Avocational Paleontologist Award 
 
 

 Great discoveries are made, and great things are done by people 
who have no formal training in paleontology, but are passionate 
about ancient life, fossils, and the preservation of fossil sites. 
Whether it is donating a fossil collection to an institution, 
protecting and/or maintaining a site of paleontological 
importance, volunteering in fossil prep or outreach, or fundraising 
to build a fossil museum, avocational paleontologists play a huge 
role in the Canadian palaeontology community.  

 
The Paleontology Division (PD) of the Geological Association of Canada (GAC) created this new award to recognize 
the role of avocational paleontology in Canada. This new award will recognize and celebrate the contributions of 
non-professional paleontologists to the field, helping to send the message that avocational paleontologists of are 
all ages are important and valued.  

 
2023 Dr. Charles Helm (Tumbler Ridge, British Columbia) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
. 



Cyathophyllid and halliid 
rugose corals from the
Lower and Middle Devonian
of western Canada

R.A. McLean

2025

CANADIAN SOCIETY OF PETROLEUM GEOLOGISTS
GEOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION OF CANADA

No. 41
PALAEONTOGRAPHICA
CANADIANA



No. 1 Chatterton, B.D.E.  and  Perry,  D.G. 1983. Silicified Silurian odontopleurid trilobites from the Mackenzie 
Mountains. 127 pp., 36 pls. 
No. 2 Rigby, J.K. 1986. Sponges of the Burgess shale (Middle Cambrian), British Columbia. 105 pp., 20 pls.
No. 3 Westrop, S.R. 1986. Trilobites of the Upper  Cambrian Sunwaptan Stage, southern Canadian Rocky 
Mountains, Alberta. 179 pp., 41 pls. 
No. 4 Fensome, R.A. 1987. Taxonomy and biostratigraphy of schizaealean spores from the Jurassic-Cretaceous 
boundary beds of the Aklavik Range, District of Mackenzie. 49 pp., 5 pls.
No. 5 Williams, S.H. and Stevens, R.K. 1988. Early Ordovician (Arenig) graptolites of  the Cow Head Group, 
western Newfoundland, Canada. 167 pp., 34 pls. 
No. 6 Ludvigsen, R., Westrop, S.R., and Kindle, C.H. 1989. Sunwaptan (Upper Cambrian) trilobites of the Cow 
Head Group, western Newfoundland, Canada. 175 pp., 50 pls. 
No. 7 Fillion, D. and Pickerill, R.K. 1990. Ichnology of the Upper Cambrian? to Lower Ordovician Bell Island and 
Wabana groups of eastern Newfoundland, Canada. 119 pp., 18 pls. ISBN 0-920230-78-4
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